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from hfe in one incarnation.   The standard of purification is
too high.   A succession of pure, unselfish lives is needed
Mr. Gandhi, as I have said, is not orthodox. But Hinduism
scarcely knows the word. It is more sweetly reasonable than
Christianity. It laughs at niggling definitions. To it many
of our doctrinal squabbles are as childish as discussions on
how many marbles would be required to fill a canal on Mars
Hinduism ignores details and keeps an eye on essentials. Her
scale of values is not broken in Mr. Gandhi and that is all
she concerns herself with. Mr. Gandhi's scale of values is red
revolution to the West. It says that a shilling is only precious
if you make it so. His whole outlook declares that the West
is artificial; that it creates realities from shadows and makes
things of no account into eternal verities. The West says:
"You must be practical; man lives by looking after his own
interests; nations exist by being strong and powerful. Peoples
are of account only if they are progressive." All these con/
elusions, Mr. Gandhi points out, are from a faulty premise.
Man must be practical only if he turns life upside down in
order to make it fit his thesis. Since hfe is something that
bars the way to bliss, where is man's wisdom in making it
into a thing for ministering to his interests ? Peoples who are
progressive are of account only if they are irrational enough
to believe in progress. Since progress, whatever it is, can be
as much real value to the chief end of man as a metaphor is
to a mountain, why fall down and worship it? To Mr.
Gandhi and Hinduism the West and not the East is the true
idolator.
It is useless for the West to attempt escape by saying that
since we have got into the wrong train it would be dangerous
to jump out. That may be so, but it does not justify the
West's desire to make India a fellow passenger. Should Mr.
Gandhi succeed in divesting India of every shred of British
guidance or protection, India would undeniably fall a prey
to some other nation. That must be admitted. An attitude
that despises life is not gloriously fitted to defend life. But